
December 2023 
Greetings 

S o u t h e r n  D o w n s  S t e a m  R a i l w a y ,  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  r a i l w a y  h e r i t a g e  

Home of The Downs Explorer 

WISHING ALL OUR SDSR  
MEMBERS A VERY SPECIAL  

CHRISTMAS 
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU  

ON OUR TRIPS DURING 2024  
From all the Warwick volunteers 



Open Day 2023 

S o u t h e r n  D o w n s  S t e a m  R a i l w a y ,  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  r a i l w a y  h e r i t a g e  

What a great day we had….thank you to all those who brought 
along their special items for display. 

A video of the Open Day is available on our 
Downs Explorer website 

John Goonan with his stationary engines 
Rob Hoffman with the old American thing 
Tim Knowles explaining the workings of steam 
Jenny Loy looking after visitors to our museum 
Glen Dixon from WATCO with his V16 heavy metal 



S o u t h e r n  D o w n s  S t e a m  R a i l w a y ,  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  r a i l w a y  h e r i t a g e  

Downs Steam Drayton 

M E E T  T H E  N E I G H B O U R S  

This was the inaugural visit to Drayton, Toowoomba when we took our train into the rail yard and museum at 
Downs Steam. If you missed out, don’t worry there will be other visits in 2024. Besides the leisurely ride 
through the rolling Downs countryside, we had a fine silver service lunch in the beautifully equipped dining 
cars and of course a good look around this working heritage railway museum, set in colourful gardens. 
Next planned tour to Drayton is on the 27th January 2024.  

9th December 2023 

SDSR would like to thank Whitehaven Coal for their generous donations of fuel for our boiler!!  

EXCITING PLANS AHEAD FOR OUR TOWN STATION - MORE NEWS AFTER XMAS 

The girls at Clifton   
Station fed us well. 
 
Betty Wells told cheeky 
stories and Mary-Jane 
plied us with drinks….. 
 
What more could you 
ask?!! 



S o u t h e r n  D o w n s  S t e a m  R a i l w a y ,  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  r a i l w a y  h e r i t a g e  

THE YEAR AHEAD….wel l ,  the  f i r st  6  months anyway  

SDSR CONTACT DETAILS 
www.downsexplorer.org.au 

info@sdsr.com.au 
07 4661 9788 (Wed & Thurs) 

 
Newsletter contributions to…. 

membership@downsexplorer.org.au 

Thank you so much for your support over the past year.        Best wishes to you & your families for 2024 


